6.10.2 Snake River Zero Generation

Zero Generation Operations as described in the 2020 CRSO EIS ROD will no longer commence
as early as October 15, and will instead commence once the previously defined implementation
trigger of “few, if any™ actively migrating anadromous fish (as described in SOR 2005-22) has
been met. This trigger will be implemented in relation to both date {implementation will be
limited to periods between December | and through February 28) and abundance.

Salmon Managers submitted System Operations Request (SOR) 2005-22 Snake River Zero
Nighttime and Weekend Flow, to the Action Agencies (AA) on December 6, 2005. The SOR
may be found on the following website:

http:/pweb.crohms. org/tmt/sor/2005/2005-22. pdf

In the SOR, the Salmon Managers provided the AAs with the following table to define the
criteria of ... few, if any ._." prior to the implementation of the Zero Generation Operation.
The few migrating adult eriterion trigger will be defined on a sliding scale outlined in the
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following table. The table applies to both “wild™ and “total™ categories of returning adult
steelhead.

Table 12: The Few Migrating Adult Crterion Trigger (SOR 2005-22)

Run to date=# | Hun to date=# Few criteria< &
0 | 30,000 10
30,000 | A, 000 20
AL 100,000 15
100,000 150,000 )
150,000 200,000 fi5
200,004 | 350,000 Bl
250,000 [ 100

System Operations Request 2005-22 defined “few™ migrating adults; this SOR has guided
operations through 2019, Over time, these criteria have been slightly modified to include:

1. The number of adults migrating per day is defined as the number of upstream
counts minus the number of downstream counts, as reported on the Fish Passage
Center’s website (hitps:/‘www.fpc.org/curremtdaily/HistFishTwo 7day-

vid _Adults. htm).

2. A three-day moving average will be used to determine if the few migrating
adult criterion has been met.

3. The cnteria apply to both *Unclipped” and “total” categories of returning adult
steelhead. “Unclipped™ and “total” retums will be calculated separately. Only one
of the categories is necessary to show that more than a few adults are migrating.

4. The run to date is defined as the cumulative number of adult steelhead in the
“Unclipped” and “total” categories passing Lower Granite Dam since July 1st of
the retumn year.




