[bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK9]Fish Passage Plan (FPP) Change Request Form
Change Form # & Title:	20OVE001 – Update to Current BiOp
Date Submitted: 		Dec 30, 2019		
Project: 			All			
Requester Name, Agency:	Lisa Wright, Corps RCC
Final Action:			APPROVED 1/23/2020
FPP SECTION:  
Chapter 1 – Overview, section 1.2. ESA Consultations
JUSTIFICATION FOR CHANGE: 
Need to remove outdated BiOp language and add reference to current consultations. 
Considering the BiOps and other regulatory requirements are continually dynamic and evolving, the Fish Passage Plan is more often than not outdated. To ensure consistency and accuracy, the most effective resolution is to remove specific language from the FPP and instead acknowledge that the FPP is developed in accordance with “all current and applicable” BiOps, then refer the reader to the source of current information.
PROPOSED CHANGE: 
See following page with edits to existing FPP in track changes.
COMMENTS:
1/23/2020 FPOM FPP Meeting: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hesse requested the addition of a link to the current BiOp, rather than just to the general website with all of the documents. Wright added that link to footnote #2.

Van Dyke requested the addition of the Flex Spill Agreement to the section. Wright added a sentence regarding current regional agreements, including the 2019-2021 Flex Spill Agreement. 

RECORD OF FINAL ACTION:  APPROVED as edited 1/23/20.
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[bookmark: _Ref443583431][bookmark: _Toc4076021]1.2. ESA Consultations (Biological Opinions)
1.2.1. The Fish Passage Plan (FPP) is developed as part of the ongoing O&M strategy to improve fish survival in the Columbia River System (CRS)[footnoteRef:1], in accordance with all current and applicable ESA Section 7 Biological Opinions.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  In past ESA consultations, the Action Agencies used the term Federal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS). The FCRPS in its entirety includes 31 multi-purpose dam and reservoir projects operated by the Corps and Reclamation and a transmission system operated by BPA. The Columbia River System (CRS) is a subset of 14 of the FCRPS projects that are operated as a coordinated water management system and are the subject of current ESA consultations. ]  [2:  CRS Biological Opinions, associated decision documents, and other related information are available online at: www.salmonrecovery.gov/BiologicalOpinions/FCRPSBiOp.aspx.  As of January 2020, the current NOAA Fisheries CRS Biological Opinion is available for download at: https://archive.fisheries.noaa.gov/wcr/publications/hydropower/fcrps/master_2019_crs_biological_opinion__1_.pdf] 

1.2.2. Actions in the FPP shall be in compliance with all other regulatory requirements (e.g., NEPA, CWA) and regional agreements that are in effect at the time (e.g., Fish Accords, 2019-2021 Flexible Spill Agreement).  
1.2.1. NOAA Fisheries issued a Biological Opinion (BiOp) in May 2008 on the effects of operating the Federal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS) on ESA-listed anadromous fish species. The BiOp included a Reasonable & Prudent Alternative (RPA) table of recommended actions and strategies to avoid jeopardizing ESA-listed fish species. The 2008 BiOp was supplemented in 2010 with new information and an Adaptive Management Integration Plan (AMIP), and again in 2014 with a review of new and updated scientific reports, data, and analyses, additional project definitions, and amended RPA actions. 
1.2.2. The FPP is developed pursuant to RPA 32 (Figure OVE-2) as part of the hydropower strategy to operate and maintain fish passage facilities for biological performance.

1.4. [bookmark: _Toc161471742][bookmark: _Toc345319704][bookmark: _Toc345319806][bookmark: _Toc345319854][bookmark: _Toc350251295][bookmark: _Toc29892810] 	Spill for Juvenile Fish Passage
1.4.1. Planned yearly spring and summer spill operations for juvenile fish passage at the eight lower Snake and lower Columbia River projects are defined in the Fish Operations Plan (FOP), included in the FPP as Appendix E. Spill operations to improve juvenile fish passage are developed in accordance with the current NOAA Fisheries Biological Opinion defined in the 2014 NOAA Fisheries Supplemental FCRPS BiOp RPA Action 29 and Table 2.2 

